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1089 S. Patrick Drive
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NEWSLETTER  MAY/JUNE 2026

55+ Club is dedicated to “SEE” Social, Education and Entertainment

www.55plusclubofsb.com  •  321-773-6458

KNOW YOUR 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
President,  Vicki Stevens          446-3206
Vice P,  Christi Schverak   757-332-3830
Corres. Sec,  Dina Jeremiah	 765-3462
Record Sec,   Jo Ann Fisher      497-4787  
Treasurer,   Joyce Vorndran 	 773-7414
Member@Large, Terry Mellon	773-7705
Advisor,  Jill BLakeway             773-2080

Advertising/PR,  Jill B.	 773-2080
Bingo,  Vicki S.	 446-3206
Book Club,  Joyce S.	 961-6408
Bridge, Betty B.               	 243-3953
Bunco, Trudy P.  	 779-1614
Cards/Games pm, Terry M. 	 773-7705
Cribbage,  Terry M. 	 773-7705
Facts & Snacks, Jill B	 773-2080
Fishing, Michael S.             910-232-7543
Food Service,  Joyce V.             773-7414
Line Dance, Tues. Candy A.	 446-2501
Line Dance,  Thur Trudy H.	 223-7249
Lunch Bunch, Trudy P.  	 779-1614
Mahjongg, Trudy P.  	 779-1614
Membership, Becky A.	 773-6458
Newsletter, Louise S.	 202-7337
Pinochle, Sandy & Bob      443-986-2172
Rummikub, Becky A.	 773-6458
Special Events, Becky A.           773-6458
Travel-Day,  Christi S.        757-332-3830
                   Jo Ann F.               497-4787  
Travel-Extended, Mary C.  702-927-4120
Walking, Judy A. 	 777-8764
Website,  Louise S.	 202-7337
Widowed Friends, Joyce S       961-6408	

  SENIOR HELP LINE   211

May 21, 2026 (Thursday)
11:30AM 

Presented by: 
Expeditions Travel

 LEARN ABOUT ROYAL CARRIBBEAN CRUISES AND 
GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

DRS Community Center
1089 S Patrick Drive

Satellite Beach

RSVP Required:  321-773-6458

55+ CLUB FACTS & SNACKS

Lunch  Provided

a note from the presidenta note from the president

Greetings 55+,

I hope this message finds you well! Like many of you, I’m sure we’re 
all looking forward to the warmer weather being here to stay.

As part of our mission—focusing on Social, Education, and Entertain-
ment (SEE)—I’m excited to highlight the educational portion of our 
programming: Facts & Snacks.

Facts & Snacks takes place at the DRS Community Center, 1089 S. Pat-
rick Dr., on the third Thursday of each month (excluding June, July, 
and August). This engaging program is made possible by our won-
derful sponsors, who provide valuable information on a wide range 
of topics such as elder law, senior resources, travel, and more.

Even better, these sessions are completely free and normally include a 
complimentary lunch or some sort of yummy food!

Mark your calendar: On May 21st, we’ll welcome a representative 
from Royal Caribbean Cruises, who will share the latest updates on 
exciting upcoming cruise opportunities.

I encourage everyone to take advantage of these informative and en-
joyable gatherings. Membership in 55+ is not required, so feel free to 
invite family members or friends to join you.

Programs begin promptly at 11:30 AM and last approximately one 
hour. Our presenters are always happy to stay afterward to answer 
any additional questions.

Our senior years can bring new challenges, and the more knowledge 
we have, the better prepared we are to navigate them. Join us for 
great food, wonderful fellowship, and valuable insights!

Please, Please RSVP by calling DRS at 321-773-6458. This helps our 
sponsors plan accordingly for food.

I look forward to seeing you there and wish you all a safe and happy 
summer!

Warm regards,

Vicki



321-773-6458Page 2 321-773-6458 Page 11www.55plusclubofsb.com www.55plusclubofsb.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Arlene Biele
Martha Dooley Van Dyke

Judy Carbone-Knepton
Susan Hastings

Mary Carroll
Dian Stein

Minerva Stern
Karen Werlund
Diane Bryson
Lisa Faucett

Diane Busching
Fred Legg

Kathy Fadul

Lisa Langdon
Jan Ray

Sheryl Koechlein
Lynn Treharne

Linda Glenwright
Linda White

Jeanette Meehan
Debby Linder

Suzanne Lasher
Sherry Brown

Jane Anne Gross
April Orellana
Julie Redden

Happy Birthday to our May/June Members!

Brevard Parkinson’s Alliance		 321-622-5845
Brookdale West Melbourne		  321-725-3100
Lorine McDavitt, Realtor		  321-720-3066
Care Plus				    321-326-4033
Clincloud/Tandem 
	 Clinical Research	              407-680-0534
DSK Law				    321-250-3447
Edward Jones				    321-428-3001
Expeditions Beachside 
	 Travel Club			   321-298-5829
Hansen’s Handyman Services	 321-302-9441
Health Plan Marketplace		  321-543-3495
Life Care Center of Melbourne	 321-727-0984
One Senior Place			   321-751-6771
Seniors Helping Seniors		  321-722-2999	
Simplifying Senior Living		  321-327-2917
Synergy Home Care			   321-340-3828
Vicki Moore				    321-272-0218
VITAS					    321-752-2624 

SPONSOR LISTING

The following programs will not meet during June, 
July, and August (will resume in September).
•	 Facts & Snacks
•	 Book Club - no meetings at DRS.  Contact
             Christi at 757-332-3830/cschverak@yahoo.com
             for summer meeting details.
•	 Widowed Friends
Indoor Walking Program
The indoor walking group will continue to meet, but 
with a new time:  7:30–8:30 AM, beginning Tuesday, 
June 2, 2026.  The time will revert to the regular sched-
ule in mid August.
Board Meetings
There will be no board meetings in June or July.
Meetings will resume on August 19, 2026 at 10:00 AM 
in the DRS Kitchen.
Other Activities
All other programs and activities will continue on their 
regular schedules.
Club activities will return to their normal days and 
times starting August 10, 2026.
More Information
Visit: www.55plusclubofsb.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/55plusclubof-
satellitebeach/
You may also contact:
Vicki Stevens, President

SUMMER SCHEDULE CHANGES

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

LEARN POKER
Join Ed Nicosia on Wednesdays May 20, 27, June 3, 
10 at 5:00pm at the DRS Community Center kitchen.  
Lessons are for those with little or no knowledge 
of the game. Come and learn the basics and stay 
for the 6:00pm Cards & Games night and continue 
playing.  For questions contact Ed (Peepa), 301/538-
1855 to peepaenterprises@yahoo.com 

BINGO DAY TRIP FYI
Make your plans to join the 55+ Club on a day trip to 
Brighton Bay in Oheechobee, Fl, on Sunday, July 19th. 
Departure and return will be at the Schechter Center in 
Satellite Beach. The trip will cost $55pp, which includes 
$20 in free play in the casino. Bingo starts at 2pm and 
we will be arriving between 11 and 12. This will allow 
time to use your $20 free play at the slot machines and 
get lined up at the Bingo room when the doors open. 
Seating is first come basis and there are no reserved 
seats. There is a concession stand if you want to buy a 
meal. Buy in is $60 or $100 dollars and there are addi-
tional "Extra Games" you can purchase.  Prize money 
starts at $250 and can go up to $5000 for games won in 
#20 numbers or less.   More information to follow when 
sign ups will begin along with more details.



St. John’s River Paddleboat Luncheon
June 25, 2026 
Join us for a memorable day aboard the Barbara Lee 
Paddleboat as it cruises along the beautiful St. Johns 
River, departing from Sanford! The Barbara Lee is the 
only authentic sternwheeler sailing the river, measur-
ing 105 feet long and featuring impressive wooden 
paddle wheels. 
This relaxing three-hour cruise includes: 
•Live entertainment from an Elvis impersonator 
•Narration highlighting scenic sights along the river 
•A multi-course, chef-prepared meal in a climate-con 
      trolled dining room 
Menu Details:  
Each guest will select one of nine entrée options, all 
served with a salad, baked roll, and dessert. Choices 
include:  
• Caribbean coconut chicken  
• Braised beef short rib  
• Citrus-glazed salmon  
• Caesar salad entrée  
• Shrimp & chicken jambalaya  
• Herb-roasted half chicken  
• Mediterranean ravioli  
• Salmon Milano  
• Roasted vegetable lasagna  
Coffee, iced tea, and water are included. Additional 
beverages and cocktails are available for purchase. 
Trip Information: 
• Date: June 25, 2026
• Departure: 8:15 AM from DRS Community Center     
• Return: 4:00 PM 
• Cost: $130 per person    
Sign-up & payment deadline:  
May 21, 2026 
Important Notes: 
This trip is non-refundable but transferable and is 
sponsored by the 55+ Club of Satellite Beach (mem-
bership not required to attend) 
Contact for Questions:
Christine Schverak – 757-332-3830
cschverak@yahoo.com 
Jo Ann Fisher – 321-497-4787
fisherjoann81@gmail.com 
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 DAY TRIPS EXTENDED TRIPS
Pigeon Forge & Smoky Mountains Show Trip - 
September 21–26, 2026
$825 per person (double occupancy)
Join us for an exciting getaway to Pigeon Forge 
and the beautiful Great Smoky Mountains!
This trip includes:
•	 Transportation
•	 Lodging
•	 Select meals
•	 Shows and activities
Payment Information:
Payments may be dropped off at the SB Rec-
reation Office:  1089 S. Patrick Drive, Satellite 
Beach
Questions or More Information:
Please contact Mary at 702-927-4120
Don’t miss this fun-filled trip featuring scenic 
views, entertainment, and great company!

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!

The March 3, 2026 Bok Tower trip went well! – 
AND there were flowers! Azaleas everywhere you 
turned your head. A few yellow iris’s, a few magnolia 
blooms, and lots of camellias. All fears about the 
recent Florida freeze and there not being any flowers 
were laid to rest. Everybody enjoyed the 1930”s El 
Retiro house tour and the live carillon concert. Food 
was good and good reviews on the movie.

BOK TOWERS TRIP
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ork Times bestselling author Kathleen 
Grissom. During the discussion, she 

shared insights into all three of her nov-
els: The Kitchen House, Glory over Ev-

erything, and Crow Mary.
The club selected The Kitchen House as 

its April read. The novel follows Lavinia, 
a white indentured servant, and Belle, 
a biracial enslaved woman, living on a 

Southern plantation in the decades lead-
ing up to the American Civil War. This 

powerful story was Grissom’s debut nov-
el.

The inspiration for The Kitchen House 
came while the author and her husband 

were restoring an old plantation tavern in 
Virginia. During the renovation, she dis-
covered an old map marked “Negro Hill.” Both new and returning members of the Fishing 

Club met at Nikki’s Restaurant on March 19, 2026. 
At that meeting, members confirmed that the 2026 
fishing outings would begin on April 2 at 9:00 A.M. 
at the public docks near Squid Lips Restaurant in 
Melbourne. Three members attended the Fishing 
outing on April 2, 2026.  Of those, 2 were fishing - or 
should I say catching!  The weather cooperated for 
the most part and a great time was had by all!
As a group, it was decided that we will continue our 
monthly scheduled meetings at Nikki’s Restaurant 
at 1:00 P.M. on the third Thursday of each month, 
and our fishing outings will take place on the first 
Thursday.  This schedule will give members time to 
organize their calendars and obtain any necessary 
fishing license or gear for the selected location.
As a reminder, we encourage everyone who wishes 
to participate to first become a member of the 55+ 
Club.  For more information, please contact Fishing 
Club Coordinator,  Michael Sands at 910-232-7543 or 
mich.sandsjur@gmail.com 

FISHING GROUP

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!
On April 1, 2026, the Between the Lines Book Club 
hosted a special video call with New York Times best-
selling author Kathleen Grissom. During the discus-
sion, she shared insights into all three of her novels: 
The Kitchen House, Glory over Everything, and Crow 
Mary.
The club selected The Kitchen House as its April read. 
The novel follows Lavinia, a white indentured ser-
vant, and Belle, a biracial enslaved woman, living on 
a Southern plantation in the decades leading up to the 
American Civil War. This powerful story was Gris-
som’s debut novel.
The inspiration for The Kitchen House came while the 
author and her husband were restoring an old plan-
tation tavern in Virginia. During the renovation, she 
discovered an old map marked “Negro Hill.” Unable 
to determine its origin, and with suggestions from 
local historians that it may have been tied to a tragedy, 
Grissom began researching. Over time, she envisioned 
a scene that ultimately became the book’s prologue.
Her dedication to the story was extensive—spending 
over five years researching and another five years 
securing a literary agent before the book was tradition-
ally published. Today, The Kitchen House remains a 
favorite among book clubs.
One particularly striking detail from her research was 
how isolated Southern plantations were, as well as 
the historical use of laudanum—an opiate commonly 
given to women for monthly pain. In the novel, both 
the plantation owner’s wife and Lavinia struggle with 
addiction to the drug.
Club members greatly enjoyed the opportunity to 
discuss the book directly with the author.  Looking 
ahead, the club’s May selection is The Widow by John 
Grisham. The group will meet on May 6, 2026 at 12:00 
PM in the kitchen of the DRS Community Center.  All 
are welcome to join!  For more information, please 
contact Christi at 757-332-3830/cschverak@yahoo.com

“BETWEEN THE LINES” BOOK CLUB

PICTURES FROM FISHING OUTING
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AROUND THE COMMUNITY

PRESCRIPTION DRUG DROP BOX

The Indian Harbour Beach Police Department now offers a 
Prescription Drug Drop Box located in the lobby at:  1835 South 
Patrick Drive, Indian Harbour Beach.  This drop box provides 
residents of Indian Harbour Beach and surrounding communi-
ties with a safe and environmentally friendly way to dispose of 
unused or expired medications. Proper disposal helps prevent 
harmful substances from entering landfills or the sewer system, 
where they can negatively impact the environment.
Additionally, removing unneeded prescription or over-the-count-
er medications from your home helps reduce the risk of acciden-
tal or intentional misuse, especially by children or others.
Residents no longer need to wait for the semi-annual National 
Drug Take Back Program—this drop box is available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week for your convenience.
Important Guidelines:
•Accepted: Prescription medications (must be in a container such 
as a pill bottle or zip-top bag)
•Not accepted: Liquids, aerosol cans, inhalers, needles, or ther-
mometers
•Privacy: Please remove all labels from containers to protect your 
personal health information
This service is designed to be safe, easy, and anonymous for all 
users.

REALLY?  I DIDN’T KNOW THAT FASHION SHOW
Everyone enjoyed the March 26 fashion show, featuring 
styles from Lulu’s Seaside Chic Boutique. The event was 
co-sponsored by member Lorine McDavitt, Realtor with 
HomeSmart Coastal Realty, along with the 55+ Club.
Ten club members modeled two different outfits each, 
showcasing a variety of looks and accessories from Lulu’s. 
Guests were treated to cheese, chocolates, wine, and other 
beverages while enjoying the show, along with door prizes 
and a 50/50 raffle.
Attendees also had the opportunity to shop Lulu’s cloth-
ing and accessories following the event, making it a fun 
and stylish experience for all.

Behind the Label
**It is unclear as to whether the namesake of Uncle Ben’s 
Converted rice was a real person. According to the com-
pany’s website, Uncle Ben was “an African American rice 
farmer known to rice millers in and around Houston for 
consistently producing the highest quality of rice.” Ben’s 
excellent reputation was recalled by Texas food broker 
Gordon L. Harwell when he was looking for a way to 
mass market his own type of rice after supplying the 
armed forces during World War II. As for Ben’s last name, 
it remains unknown. The man you see on the box, howev-
er, is a separate individual altogether. That man is Frank 
Brown, a beloved chef and maître ‘d in Chicago.
**Dave Thomas himself took the pictures of his daughter 
Melinda that would become the logo for Wendy’s. He 
told his daughter to pull her hair up in pigtails and wear 
her blue striped dress. Upon seeing the developed pics, 
he knew for certain his restaurant chain and logo would 
be based on Wendy. In case you are wondering why the 
restaurant is called Wendy’s instead of Melinda’s, Me-
linda’s siblings could not pronounce her name, so they 
just called her “Wenda”. In his autobiography, Thomas 
revealed that he later regretted naming his restaurant after 
his daughter as well as using her in the logo.  He felt it put 
her in the public eye too much, causing her undue pres-
sure.
**Like Dave Thomas, O. McKee took a pic of his daughter 
to use for his product’s logo and namesake.  That product 
was “little Debbie” Snack Cakes. 

SPILL THE BEANS
Got a pest problem with your petunias? Come talk to 
a master gardener! Is your mango tree making you 
mad? Come talk to a master gardener! Something 
stumping you about your sunflowers? Come talk to 
a master gardener! Coming to you from Brevard’s 
UF Extension office, friendly neighborhood Master 
Gardeners are available for any questions you may 
have about local flora on the first and third Fridays of 
the month from 11 am to 1 pm at the Cape Canaveral 
Public Library.  Additionally, on May 18, 2026, from 
10 am to noon, a Florida Master Gardner Volunteer 
will be available in the Satellite Beach Library's lobby 
to discuss gardening question or plant problems.

Looking for a fun local event?  The Brevard Ballet 
Youth Company is putting on a program called 
Paquita and the Future of Ballet at the Satellite High 
School Performing Arts Center on May 9, 2026 from 6 
to 8 pm.  It features celebrated excerpts from the clas-
sical ballet Paquita along with other selected ballet 
works. Tickets are $33.85 and are available at brevard-
ballet.com/tickets. 

“A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away” there was a lit-
tle activity called Spill the Beans.  This morning social 
has one more celebration before the summer break.  
On May 14th we will be having a Star Wars Souriee.  
“Do or do not, there is no try” says Yoda.  And we do 
hope you attend! There will be plenty of out of this 
world games, shenanigans and snacks.  “It’s a trap!” 
Admiral Ackbar exclaims, but rest assured, this part of 
the galaxy is safe.  Until we see you – “May the Force be 
with You!”

Spill the Beans will resume on Thursday, September 
10, 2026 at 10am in the DRS kitchen.  The theme in 
September will be Casino Royale.  Have a wonderful 
summer!
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